Deus v. Machina – Graduate Conference at the Centre for Ethics

FRIDAY, APRIL 29, and SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2016
Graduate Associates Annual Conference
Keynote Address
“Thinking About Cognitive Scientists Thinking About Religion”
John Lardas Modern, Franklin and Marshall College
 
Friday, April 29th, 4- 6 PM
Room JH 100A, Jackman Humanities Building

Modern teaches classes in American religious history, literature, technology, and aesthetics. Modern is the author of The Bop Apocalypse: The Religious Visions of Kerouac, Ginsberg, and Burroughs (University of Illinois Press, 2001) and Secularism in Antebellum America (University of Chicago Press, 2011). Modern’s work has appeared in journals such as American Literary History, Social Text, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Church History, Method & Theory in the Study of Religion as well as in a range of on-line venues.  Modern’s work has been funded by the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Social Science Research Council. He is currently at work on two projects: “The Religion Machine, or; A Particular History of Cognitive Science” and “Akron Devo Divine: A Delirious History of Rubber At the End of the World”. Modern is an editor-at-large for The Immanent Frame. He was also co-curator of Frequencies: A Collaborative Genealogy of Spirituality and is currently co-editor of Class 200: New Studies in Religion (both with Kathryn Lofton)
This lecture offers a genealogical perspective on the hyperactive agency detection device (HADD), a central concept in the contemporary cognitive science of religion. HADD is a machine of sorts, inside your head right now. Indeed, HADD is the machine that makes your prayers possible. It is a prayer machine by any other name. It scans the horizon for movement and pattern and alerts us to forces of otherness, variously construed. It is the machine that runs the programs of prayer, of sensing God as a fully realized agent. It is on all of the time, a form of troubleshooting the lines of transmission between you and what is on the other side of the screen. And it is the thing, this machine—for if we are talking about science we must be talking about the talking about materiality—that is said to offer some purchase on the phenomena of religion.











CONFERENCE PANELS

All panels will be held in the Centre for Ethics, Room 200, Gerald Larkin Building, 2nd Floor, 15 Devonshire Place
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29TH

10:00 – 12:00 How to Hear God: the politics of religious openness
Chair: Sara Lee
Discussant: Dr. Ronnie Beiner
 
Juan Pablo Aranda, University of Toronto, Political Science
"The Vatican Council II and the Political”
 
Tim Berk, University of Toronto, Political Science.
"Heidegger and Grant on Technological Destining and the Preparation for the Gods" 
 
Zak Black, University of Toronto, Political Science
"Hobbes and the Harrowing of Hell"
 
12:30 - 2:30 Symbols and Icons: the arts of revealing
Chair: Lincoln Rathnam
Discussant:
 
Judith Brunton, University of Toronto, Study of Religion
"The Occult of Extraction: the spiritual technology of oil"
 
Yevgeniya Kramchenkova, Toronto School of Theology
"Iconoclastic Controversy: A Christological Defense of Icongraphy”
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH
10:00 - 12:00 Surpassing the Human: reason and revelation
Chair: Emma Planinc
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussant: Dr. John Modern
 
Kimberly Rodda, University of Toronto, English
“Examining the "possibilities of latter-day belief": Mechanized religion in Stoker's Dracula”
 
Benjamin Groenewold, Institute for Christian Studies
“Turning Technology Inside Out: Examining a Milieu's Religious Core”
 
Jay Conte, Carleton University, Political Science.
“Considering the relationship between transhumanism and cultural posthumanism” 
 
1:00 – 3:00 Trials of Recognition: immigration and globalization
Chair: Scott Dodds
Discussant:
 
Sujaya Dhanvantari, Concordia University, The Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture
“Reviving an Ethics of Hospitality for the Political Refugee”
 
Kelly Whitehead, University of Toronto, English
“Revisiting Integrative Social Contracts Theory in the wake of Derrida’s Mondialisation: Implications of Theory over Practice”
 
3:00 – 5:00 Progress through Return: the (re)birth of spirit in the technological age
Chair: Yevgeniya Kramchenkova
Discussant:
 
Joud Alkorani, University of Toronto, Study of Religion and Centre for Diaspora and Transnational Studies.
“Fatwā ex Machina: The Work of Fatwās in the Age of Digital (re)Production”
 
Paul Gray, York University, Political Science 
“In the end will be the conversation: Hegel on forgiveness” 
 
Jonathon Polce, University of Toronto, Philosophy
“Not my cool: the challenges online filtering creates for self-growth and conversion”

