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In democratic societies, it is important that public
institutions be held accountable for their performance. 
But once political distrust of public institutions takes 
hold, it can unleash new forms of  monitoring and 
measurement that distort  institutional purposes, 
corrupting the practice that they were meant to control 
and improve. These dynamics are especially evident in 
the field of education, where their implications for the 
future of our democracies are also especially troubling.
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